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first Benedictines he says, " The general conditions of life were probably 
no harder or rougher than would have been the lot of most of them had 
they remained in the world", and he deprecates any tendency toward a 
greater asceticism, any " hankering after self-inflicted austerities ". The 
Benedictine life should be one of moderation ; the Rule must be liberally 
interpreted ; and so Abbot Butler approves of smoking " at discretion " 
and does not censure the use of flesh meat, though the Rule enjoins ab- 
stinence therefrom. 

The present pronounced tendency toward centralization, endangering 
the autonomy of the individual monastery and its family life, disturbs 
the author. Although he does not say so, this may well be one of the in- 
evitable results of the workings of the papal system. That the religious 
orders aided the papacy in extending its authority is well known; it 
would be not unprofitable, perhaps, to trace the development of papal 
jurisdiction in terms of its increased control over the regular clergy. 

As an interpretation of the Benedictine philosophy this book will be 
of service to all who are interested in ecclesiastical institutions; but if 
regarded as an historical work it must be used with caution. Its author 
relies entirely too much on secondary material — e. g., Gasquet and 
Workman and Hannay — and leaves untouched all too many phases of 
Benedictine history for the book to be considered a thorough and schol- 
arly contribution to historical literature. Of course, it is possible that 
the work was never intended to be so regarded. In that case, it is un- 
fortunate that some chapters were not omitted. The index is sadly in- 
complete. 

Alfred H. Sweet. 

French Civilization from its Origins to the Close of the Middle 
Ages. By Albert Leon Guerard. (Boston and New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Company. 1921. Pp. 328. $5.00.) 

It is increasingly obvious to students of French literature that more 
attention is now given to the background than used to be the case. Form- 
erly teachers and students were satisfied with aesthetic appreciation. 
Then came the development of historical and biographical study as an 
explanation of masterpieces. Now the authors are being placed in their 
social setting, and are interpreted as facts or results of national develop- 
ment. Professor Guerard of Rice Institute is already favorably known 
by his two volumes, French Prophets of Yesterday, and French Civiliza- 
tion in the Nineteenth Century. A Frenchman by birth, but one who 
has lived long enough in America to express himself as idiomatically 
and as vigorously in English as in his mother-tongue, he is performing 
the useful task of linking history and literature by works such as the 
present one. It should help to break down the water-tight compartments 
which too long in the universities of this country, as contrasted, for in- 
stance, with Oxford, have separated the historians from the students 
of letters. 
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The volume in question is based on lectures given at Stanford Uni- 
versity, the Rice Institute, and the University of Chicago. It endeavors 
to survey, in the brief space of about three hundred pages, French civili- 
zation from its origins to the close of the Middle Ages, under such 
general headings as the Elements of French Nationality, Antiquity 
and the Dark Ages, the Christian Commonwealth, and Lay 
Society. The task is ambitiously inclusive, as the author does not 
wittingly neglect any aspect of his study and extends his narrative from 
an introductory survey of French geography, with the mountains and 
river basins, to the flowering of civilization in art, literature, and phi- 
losophy, as well as in the more concrete organisms of medieval society, 
such as the Church and the clergy; the feudal regime, with the fighting 
caste and the peasants; the urban civilization with the communes, 
commerce, and industry; the royal power in relation to Church and 
feudalism; the Parliament and the States-General. Professor Guerard 
even begins his account with the prehistoric dwellers on French soil, and 
supplies the current theories concerning the Neanderthal race and the 
Cro-Magnon race, which latter has left interesting traces in caverns of 
the Dordogne region. 

It is thus obvious that Professor Guerard's book is a work of compre- 
hensive popularization, covering a vast field and necessarily relying on 
secondary sources. To test the accuracy of all its statements, ranging 
from ethnology through economics to literature, philosophy, and govern- 
ment, would be a serious endeavor, and to apply the method of censorious 
faultfinding would be unfair. If, however, the reviewer asks whether 
the book justifies the author's labor, the answer is confidently affirma- 
tive. There are few brief works of its kind so helpful in giving a reader 
his bearings in an extraordinarily rich and varied field of study. The 
presentation is clear and systematic, and, though the numerous headings 
and subtitles break, in a certain sense, the continuity of the narrative, 
nevertheless the author's power of exposition and his sense of proportion 
make the work of interest to the general reader as well as to the student 
of a special subject. The book overlaps the fields of many of the courses 
in American universities, but can be the more helpful in supplying the 
background to them all. It is the more to be regretted, therefore, that 
the cost of the short volume, printed in Great Britain and merely reissued 
in this country with the imprint of its American publishers, makes it one 
that comparatively few will feel like buying. c. H. C. Wright. 

A History of Scotland from the Roman Evacuation to the Dis- 
ruption, 1843. By Charles Sanford Terry, Litt.D. Cantab., 
Burnett-Fletcher Professor of History in the University of 
Aberdeen. (Cambridge: University Press. 1920. Pp. lv, 
653. 20s.) 
Professor C. S. Terry is already well known among scholars for his 



